
minority to make decisions 

regarding their profession for 

them? 

I would challenge you to join 

ANA/SDNA if you are not 

currently a member and if 

you are, to tell others about 

what being a member means 

to you.  We are all responsi-

ble for the course of our pro-

fession, and one way we can 

ensure our input is by belong-

ing to the only professional 

nursing organization that 

supports all registered nurses, 

regardless of specialty.  I will 

be traveling across South 

Dakota to spread the word 

and reach out to members and 

non-members alike.  I believe 

that now, more than ever, 

nurses must join together and 

stand strong; the changing 

and challenging healthcare 

environment demands it. 

As we head into the holiday 

season, my hope is that you 

will spend time reinforcing 

and renewing relationships 

with those most important.  

As you enter into the New 

Year, may you find the time 

to reflect upon the past and 

be reinvigorated with 

thoughts and resolutions for 

the future. 

First, I would like to send out 

a sincere thank you to all of 

those who provided their sup-

port in my successful bid to 

become president of SDNA.  I 

am grateful to be surrounded 

by my personal mentors who 

will help guide me as I work 

to increase SDNAôs visibility 

and voice.  Additionally, the 

input of nurses across South 

Dakota is essential; I would 

urge members to send in their 

concerns or thoughts regard-

ing the nursing profession to 

the SDNA office or myself as 

we are here to work for you.  I 

firmly believe that SDNA and 

ANA are essential for the 

continued growth and devel-

opment of the nursing profes-

sion, but we need to hear from 

the nurses that we serve to 

continue moving forward.  

SDNA has a new Facebook 

page, become a fan and you 

can send email or post your 

thoughts there as well. 

As I listened to President Deb 

Fischer-Clemens speak at the 

annual convention, I was re-

minded of the importance of 

learning from our history.  It 

has been said that we must 

remember our past to prevent 

those same mistakes from 

happening in the future.  It 

brings to mind the phrase 

ñgold standardò.  Although 

certain methods have proven 

themselves as providing the 

very best outcomes, it is also 

true that if no one ever ques-

tioned the gold standard, more 

efficient and safe healthcare 

delivery processes may never 

have been discovered.  It is 

essential that we reflect upon 

those issues that may have 

plagued us yesterday; how-

ever, using creativity and 

hope, we look forward to a 

bright tomorrow.  The chal-

lenge of healthcare transfor-

mation is a perfect example of 

looking back so that we may 

continue forward. 

Nurses possess the intelli-

gence and ingenuity integral 

to the transformation of 

healthcare delivery in Amer-

ica.  Affordable, accessible, 

and safe healthcare for every-

one is not just a lofty dream, 

and I believe that nurses can-

not afford to sit silently by 

waiting for someone else to 

come up with the solution.  I 

heard an interesting statistic 

today; about 1 in 100 people 

in the U.S. is a nurse.  Can 

you imagine the power that 

nurses could wield if they 

wanted?  Recent data released 

by the SD Board of Nursing 

reported that there are over 

12,000 nurses licensed in the 

state. This means that 1 in 67 

people in South Dakota are a 

nurse.   Approximately 400 of 

SD nurses are members of 

ANA/SDNA; approximately 

3% of the nurses in South 

Dakota have a voice at the 

legislative level through their 

membership.  Is your voice 

one of the 3%; is it acceptable 

for 97% of nurses to allow the 
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Rejuvenate, Renew and Rejoice 
The title of this yearôs 
convention was 
ñRejuvenate, Renew, 
and Rejoiceé
Nurturing the Nurse 
Withinò.  Thank you to 
everyone that partici-
pated in a two jam-
packed days of educa-
tion, networking, and 
fun.  The many district 
members who were 
involved in the plan-
ning cannot be praised 
enough for maintaining 
a smooth and exciting 
schedule as well as 
successful silent and 
live auctions.  The first 
day of convention 
found Sioux Falls 
Mayor Munson wel-
coming South Dakota 
nurses to Sioux Falls 
and thanking them for 
the work that they do 
every day.  Several 
educational events 
were provided with 
subjects ranging from 
complementary and 
alternative healthcare, 
HHT, compassion fa-
tigue, and statewide 
trauma systems.  Our 
keynote, Sandy Sum-
mers, founder and ex-
ecutive director of The 
Truth about Nursing, 
presented information 
about The Power of 
Myth and the mediaôs 
influence on public per-
ception of the nursing 
profession.  Her pres-
entation proved to be 
quite thought provok-
ing as the discussions 

about it lasted through-
out the rest of conven-
tion. 
 
The banquet was en-
joyed by all as wonder-
ful food was enjoyed 
and entertainment was 
provided by nurse hu-
morist, Sheila Letcher.  
She brought a smile 
and boisterous laughs 
from the crowd with 
stories from her nurs-
ing career. The live 
auction was also en-
joyable as a quick-
witted auctioneer and 
his assistants paraded 
items around the room 
while some heated bid-
ding battles occurred.  
Everyone walked out a 
friend in the end.  
 
Day two of the conven-
tion started out with 
Katheren Koehn dis-
cussing The Pathway 
to Excellence and the 
Magnet Journey.  Edu-
cational breakout ses-
sions were again pro-
vided with topics such 
as smoking cessation, 
advanced directives, 
and nursing delivery 
models.  Many vendors 
were present during 
the two days ranging 
from healthcare organi-
zations, schools of 
nursing, equipment, 
and products designed 
to rejuvenate the nurse 
within.  Also present 
were nursing delivery 
model poster presenta-

tions from SDSU nurs-
ing students.  Presi-
dent Deb Fischer-
Clemens provided her 
address during the 
luncheon.  She told us 
the story about the his-
tory of SDNA and of 
how the issues of the 
past have a tendency 
to resurface in the fu-
ture.  It was an excel-
lent speech about 
where we have been 
and how far we have 
come.  Thank you, 
madam president for 
your wonderful and 
informative presenta-
tion. 
 
The awards banquet 
was a nice highlight 
during convention.  
Wonderful nomination 
letters described a 
group of nurses dedi-
cated to their profes-
sion.  It was definitely 
an uplifting and joyous 
occasion.  District 7 
and Cornelia invited 
everyone with a song 
to Mitchell next year for 
the 2010 annual con-
vention.  The business 
meeting concluded and 
convention was com-
pleted for another year.  
Over 100 nurses and 
nursing students came 
to convention in Sioux 
Falls this year. 
Through attendance 
fees, auction, vendors 
and grants, this yearôs 
convention was a huge 
success. 

S D  N U R S E  N E W S L E T T E R  
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Thanks to everyone who supported PAC at the convention by either donating, purchasing a treat, or 
50/50. Our grand total raised at convention was $604. We now have over $1100 in the PAC. If you have 
any ideas for future fund raising please let one of the PAC members know of your ideas. I just joined 
SDNA on Facebook. If you have not been there please go and see the wall. What a great idea. Again 
thanks to all for making our PAC funds grow. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Julie Dangel 

Political Action Committee Article 

Left: President, Deb Fischer Clemens 
awards Lani White the Presidentôs Award. 
 
Right: Deb Fischer Clemens  presents the 
history of SDNA to attendees. 

SDNA Board with newly 
elected  officials:  
President, Becky Nichols; 
Vice President, Dr. Margie 
Washnok; Treasurer, 
Christina Erickson and 
Core Issues Task Force 
Chair, Angela Lochridge 


